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COM 480, Communication for International Development 

Syllabus  

Fall 2016 

Class Meeting Times 

and Place 

Monday & Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

ARCH 101A 

Instructor 

Ashiyan Rahmani, PGDip., M.A. 

Crawford Hall 310 

email: arahmani@hawaii.edu 

web: www.ashrahmani.info 

Office Hours 
Monday, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

By appointment. 

Class blog 
https://com4dblog.wordpress.com/ 

Course Overview 

Required Resources 

 All required class readings (books or articles) are online. The list of readings for each 

week is just a starting point.  We may decide as a group to prioritize, add or delete 

material depending on where the class discussions take us.  

Description 

The United Nations (UN) notes that “Nearly half the world's population, 2.8 billion people, 

survive on less than $2 a day. About 20 percent of the world's population, 1.2 billion people, live 

on less than $1 a day. Nearly 1billion people are illiterate and 1billion do not have safe water.” 

(UN, 2010) 

This class will explore, through a facilitated conversation, the underlying concepts and 

paradigms of development, why there are so many living in poverty, and what are the current 

approaches to, and what are some of the efforts of the international community, in eliminating 

global poverty. 

This exploration will specifically look at these questions with specific regards to the role of 

information and communication technologies - including mobile telephony, radio/video, digital 

innovation, technology and social change as well as explore some of the underlying 

assumptions of communication technology utilization. 

mailto:arahmani@hawaii.edu
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Regional case studies will be shared, as well as student projects exploring e-literacy, e-health, e-

government, freedom of speech, environmental and disaster management, gender and women’s 

rights, digital and informational poverty, digital culture, happiness and quality of life, social 

networking, social media and more. 

Assignments, Grading and Assessment 

Student Learning Outcomes/Objectives 

This class addresses the following Communication BA Program student learning outcomes 

(SLOs): 

 Design communication and media projects to make meaningful contributions to diverse 

social, professional or academic communities, communicating effectively orally, in 

writing, and through digital media. 

 Demonstrate preparedness for academic and professional careers in communication. 

 Demonstrate global awareness, including an awareness of cultures in the Hawaii-Pacific 

region and issues related to cross-cultural communication. 

 

COURSE MATERIAL 

This is a seminar. Formal lectures will review the readings, but the focus is set on open class 

discussions based on the readings and projects and presentations generated by students. 

Course requirements: 

In-class participation: Students are expected to make informed contributions to class 

discussions and activities. This includes contributions to the class discussion based on the 

reading material. Grade percentage: 20% 

Class presentations: Students will select one topic in which they will give 4 x 10 minute 

presentations of key concepts, relevant literature, state-of-the-art and current challenges. Grade 

percentage: 24% 

Class blog: Students will write 4 x approx. 500 word blogs based on their class presentations 

which will be posted on the class blog. (See me for alternative media options) Grade 

percentage: 24% 

Final project: Student pairs will develop a project on a chosen topic. Students will report 

weekly on the progress of their projects after the third class presentation. A final paper 

(approx. 10 pages) and final presentation (approx. 20 minutes) based on these results will be 

due by the week of finals. Grade percentage: 32% 
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Final grade requirements 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 

93 & 

above 

92.9-90 89.9-87 86.9-83 82.9-80 79.9-77 76.9-73 72.9-70 69.9-67 66.9-63 62.9-60 59.9 & 

below 

There will be absolutely no adjustment of grades on an individual basis (e.g., "I'm only one point 

away from a B"). Any requests for exceptions will be seen as an attempted breach of fairness to 

the rest of the class.  

Seeking help  

This course should provide a great learning experience for all of us. The success of the course 

depends largely on effective student-teacher interaction. Don't feel like you have to have a 

pressing problem to talk to me. I'll be available during my office hours unless announced 

otherwise. Of course, I'm often in and available at times not posted as office hours. Generally, I'll 

leave my office door open if I'm available. If my door is closed, that either means I'm out or that 

I'm in but working on deadline or getting ready for class. In any case, we can set an appointment 

if that works better. 

Special accommodations  

Students requiring special accommodations must notify me and present appropriate supporting 

documentation by the end of the second week of class. 

 

Academic honesty  

Academic dishonesty of any sort will not be tolerated. I take cheating issues very seriously. 

Please see me if you have any questions about academic honesty, and we'll be happy to discuss 

such issues in advance of you taking an exam or submitting your work. 

All students are expected to abide by the rules of conduct outlined in the UH Student Conduct 

Code (e.g., do not plagiarize). Violation of the academic honesty portion of this Code will 

automatically result in a course grade of “F” and referral to the Dean of Social Sciences.  The 

complete Code can be viewed at the following site: 

http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/students/conduct/ 

 

Plagiarism occurs when one submits the work of another person as his or her own or does not 

adequately attribute another’s work (including when one paraphrases materials without 

sufficiently acknowledging their source).  Make sure that all of your assignments and final 

project are in your own words, and cite references where applicable.  If you have questions about 

how to do this, ask before submitting an assignment. 

 

http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/students/conduct/
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Other Policies 

 

 To avoid distractions, be sure to turn off any cellular phones or other potentially 

disruptive mobile devices before class begins. Similarly, please do not wear headphones 

in class. 

 Side discussions during presentations are not appropriate as they are very distracting and 

are not fair to those who are trying to listen.  

 Attendance is often determined at the start of class – if you are not present at that time, 

you will be considered “absent”.   

 You are welcome to bring your computer or other device to take notes, but it is not 

appropriate to browse the Internet, check your email, or engage in other activities not 

directly related to class during our meeting times. 

 

Finally, please note the following (written by School of Communications faculty): “We 

appreciate the role of new communication technologies in society but feel that professionalism 

and common courtesy call for those technologies to be used in appropriate ways and places. We 

ask that when you are in class, you fully engage with the subject matter at hand, with your 

classmates, and with the instructor. An important part of effective communication and 

collegiality involves giving the class your complete attention without distractions, and without 

distracting others. Please do not take phone calls, text messages or use laptop computers in class 

unless they are being used exclusively for class-related purposes such as note-taking. Show up 

for class on time, if not early, and stay for the duration of class unless previously arranged with 

the instructor. Adhering to a classroom code of conduct prepares students for exemplary 

deportment in the professional world. Thank you for your cooperation in the creation of a 

mutually respectful classroom environment.” 

 

Preliminary Class Timeline 

Make sure that you do not have any scheduling conflicts. Other topics and readings are subject to 

change, especially to accommodate current events and guest speaker schedules. Additional 

readings, speakers and activities may be added as we go. 

Class 

Days 

General 

Topics 
Required Reading 

Assignme

nts Due & 

Schedulin

g Notes 

Aug 22 & 24  Intro, Go over 
syllabus, Course 

overview 

 Poverty, Inc. 
documentary 

 TED Talk: “The Bottom Billion” (Paul Collier) 

 

Aug 29 & 31  What is 
Development? 

 Amartya Sen (1999), “Development as Freedom” (Chapters 2 & 4) – 

Week 2 
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 Media, 
communication 

and Development 

 Johnson (2001), “Media and social change”– Week 2 (Skype Q&A) 

 Craddock (2006), “Radio for Social Development” – Week 2 

Sept 5 

Sept 7 
 Labor Day 

 In the field* 

 No class 

 *Mona Foundation (Digital Study Hall, India – Gaellen Quinn, former 
Executive Director) 

 

Sept 12 & 14  Class 
Presentations 

 Class 
Presentations 

 
Class blogs 
due by 6pm 

on Sept. 16 

Sept 19 & 21  Origins & current 

solutions to 
poverty. 

 In the field* 

 Sachs (2013), “The End of Poverty, Soon” – Week 5 

 Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity (2008), “Science, Religion & 

Development” – Week 5 

 TED Talk – “Beyond a Culture of Contest” (Michael Karlberg – Skype 

Q&A) 

 *Pacific Islands Development Program (East-West Center) - TBC 

 

Sept 26 & 
Sept 28 

 Technological 
Change 

 Innovation 
Theory 

 Weinberg & Noureddin, “Technology, Values & Sustainable 

Development” – Week 6 (Skype Q&A) 

 Wu (2010), “The Master Switch (Intro)” – Week 6 

 Christiansen (2002) “Disruptive Innovation for Social Action” – Week 

6 

 Hosman (2013), “Improving the prospects for sustainable ICT projects 

in the developing world” – Week 6 (Skype Q&A) 

 

Oct 3 & 5  Class 
Presentations 

 Class 
Presentations 

 
Class blogs 
due by 6pm 

on Oct. 7 

Oct 10 & 12  Entrepreneurship 

for Development 

 Digital 

Particularities 

 Heeks, R., Duncombe, R., Morgan, S., & Arun, S. (2005). Women’s 

ICT-Based Enterprise for Development. University of Manchester. 

http://www.womenictenterprise.org/handbook.htm 

 Manuel Castells (2000), “The Rise of the Network Society”, Ch. 1. – 

Week 8 

 Manuel Castells (2009), “Communication Power”, pages: 19-42. – 

Week 8 

 

Oct 17 & 19  Guest 

 Digital Divide 
 Everett Rogers (2001), “The Digital Divide”  - Week 9 

  

Oct 24 & 26  Class 
Presentations 

 Class 
Presentations 

 
Class blogs 

due by 6pm 
on Oct. 28 

 

Oct 31 & 

Nov 2 
 Communication 

Development in 

Oceania/Human 

Development 
Approach 

 Final Project 
Planning 

 Rahmani-Shirazi (2015), “Toward a praxis of gender empowerment: 

Community Radio & Mobile Phones in Rural Fiji” – Week 11 

 Martha Nussbaum ‘Human Development Approach’ 

http://www3.nd.edu/~ndlaw/prog-human-rights/london-

symposium/CreatingCapabilities.pdf 

 

http://www.womenictenterprise.org/handbook.htm
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Nov 7 & 9  Guest Speaker* 

 In the field* 

 *Dr. Jenifer Winter 

 *CIMMYT (Mike Listman, Director of Communications) 

 

Nov 14 & 16  Class 
Presentations 

 Class 

Presentations 

 
Class blogs 
due by 6pm 

on Nov. 18 

Nov 21 & 23  Meet with Ash to 
discuss final 

projects 

  

Nov 28 & 30  In the field* 

 Guest speaker* 

 *Zambian Gems (Dr. Farzin Rahmani, Founder) 

 *Dr. Richard Taylor 

 

Dec 5 & 7  Final Project 
Presentations  

 Final Project 
Presentations 

  

  
  Final Project 

papers due 

by the end of 

exam week. 

 


